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The United Nations publishes a Human Development Index 
(HDI) every year, which consists of the Life Expectancy 
Index, Education index, and Income index. The Education 
Index is calculated from the Mean years of schooling index 
and the Expected years of schooling index.

Education is a major component of well-being and is used 
in the measure of economic development and quality of life, 
which is a key factor determining whether a country is a 
developed, developing, or underdeveloped nation.
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1855: Huang Kuan, from southern Guangdong province, graduated 
with a PhD in medicine from the University of Edinburgh. He was 
the first overseas Chinese student to attend and graduate from a 
Western university.
1870s: The first group of advanced Chinese navy cadets were sent to 
study in Britain.
Post-1949: Britain was one of the first countries that set up 
education exchanges after the establishment of the People’s Republic 
of China. 1957: Britain accepted the first batch of government-
sponsored students from China.
1959: China began to provide scholarships for British students to 
study in the country. Today it offers about 200 scholarships.
1984: Britain introduced its Chevening UK Government Scholarships 
in China. The programme is designed to develop future global 
leaders. It has sponsored more than 3,000 Chinese students.
1999 to present: Government officials from Britain and China have 
attached great importance to educational cooperation and carried 
out more than 20 exchanges.
2011-12: Chinese students became the largest overseas contingent 
at British schools. Almost 80,000 were enrolled at colleges 
nationwide, an increase of 16.9 per cent compared with the previous 
year. Britain has been the second most popular destination for 
Chinese students.
2012-13: More than 56,000 Chinese students began studies in 
Britain, double the number for the 2008-09 academic year.
2014: More than 58,000 Chinese started undergraduate studies in 
Britain, surpassing the number of foreign students from European 
Union countries for the first time.
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